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Subject-based  
Banding 

(SBB) 



ÅTo provide more flexibility to students with 
strengths and abilities that vary across 
subjects 

ÅTo encourage greater interaction                
among students with different                    
strengths 

Rationale for SBB 



What does SBB mean for your child? 

ÅYour child will be encouraged to do the 
subjects at the levels that best meet his/her 
ability 

ÅYour child can focus on and stretch his/her 
potential in the subjects he/she is strong in 
while building up the fundamentals in the 
subjects he/she needs more support in 



Implementation of SBB at P4 

End of P4 

~ School recommends a subject combination 
based on P4 examination results 

~ Parents select preferred combination 

At P5 

~ Student takes subject combination  
chosen by parents 



Implementation of SBB at P4 

At the end of P4, 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƛƭŘΧ 

School Recommendation 

(i) Passes* all 4 subjects 
and performs very well 
in Mother Tongue 
Language 

*at least 80 for EMS and 
85 for MT 

Á 4 Standard Subjects + 
Higher Mother Tongue 
Language# 

#Higher Mother Tongue Language 

Å Does not replace Mother Tongue 

Å 1 or 2 marks deduction from PSLE Aggregate 

Å Only applicable to Sec schools that offer HMT 



Implementation of SBB at P4 

At the end of P4, 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƛƭŘΧ 

School Recommendation 

(ii) Passes* 3 or 4 subjects Á 4 Standard Subjects 

(iii) Passes* 2 subjects or 
less 
*Scores 80% of basic 
items ς 24 out of 30 
marks 

Á 3 Standard + 1 Foundation 
(usually Mt) 

Á 2 Standard + 2 Foundation 
Á 4 Foundation 



Implementation of SBB at P5 

End of P5 
Students take subject combination  

determined by the school 

(i) Students who do very 
well 

Upgrade or continue with 
same subject combination 

(ii) Students who do not 
meet expectations 

Switch some subjects to 
foundation level 

(iii) All other students Continue with same subject 
combination 

(iv) Score at least 70% for 
MT and passes HMT 

Continue to take HMT 



Implementation of SBB at P5 

ÅSubject combination determined by the 
school at the end of P5 will be the subject 
combination taken for PSLE 



Implications for Secondary School 

ÅThe PSLE Aggregate is the sum of the T-scores 
in all subjects 

ïFoundation subjects being at a easier level will 
have a lower T-score compared to standard 
subjects  

ÅWith standard subjects, students will have 
more options for Express, Normal (Academic) 
or Normal (Technical) 

 



Administrative Schedule 

Analysis of  

SA2 Results 

School makes 

recommendation 

10 Nov 

School issues 

option form 

10 Nov 

Parents make 

choice 

Parents submits 

option form 

10-14 Nov 

Subject 

combination 

allocated to 

student 

15 Nov 

In consultation 

with teachers 
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Flow of Presentation 

ÅDirect School Admission (DSA) 

ÅPSLE Aggregate  

ÅSecondary 1 Posting Exercise 

 



Direct School Admission (DSA)  
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Entering a secondary school  

 

 

 

 

 

PSLE/S1 Posting Exercise DSA 

Å Based on ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ PSLE score 
Å Most students enter secondary 

schools this way 

Å Based on a diverse range of talents and 
achievements in specific academic 
subjects or non-academic areas, beyond 
what the PSLE recognises 

Å Allows students to access school 
programmes to develop their talents 

16 



Changes to the DSA  

 

All schools allowed to take 

in up to 20% of S1 non-IP 

intake through the DSA 

 

 

All schools to stop using 

general academic ability 

tests to select students  

 

 

Schools may offer DSA in 

more areas 

Check the MOE DSA website 

in May for latest info on 

participating schools and DSA 

areas 

 

Schools may stop using 

general academic ability 

tests to select students 

Check schoolsô websites for 

selection requirements 

 

Common online portal 

for DSA application 

Students can apply 

online, through a single 

form 

 

2018 DSA Exercise 

(2018 P6 Cohort) 

2019 DSA Exercise 

(2019 P6 Cohort) 

Moving to an improved DSA 

More choices and opportunities for students  

2017 DSA Exercise 

(2017 P6 Cohort) 
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What is the timeline for a typical DSA -Sec 
Exercise? 

 

 

May  

DSA exercise starts. Apply 
through schools. 

July 

Shortlisting and selection by secondary 

schools. Each secondary school has 

different selection criteria for its 

categories and programmes. Schools 

will inform you of the selection outcome 

by Aug. 

Indicate up to 3 ranked 

choices if you have more 

than 1 offer 

October 

You will know whether 

you have been allocated 

to a school through the 

DSA, at the same time 

you receive your PSLE 

results. 

Late-November 
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Is the DSA right for me?  

Yes, if you have talent in an 

area which a school offers the 

DSA in 

And are passionate about and 

committed to developing your 

strengths in that area in that 

school  

Talent 

Passio
n 

Commi
t-ment 
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Which school should I apply to?  

Å Look for a school whose programmes match your interests and 
talents  
ïSchools are looking out for students whose interests and talents they 

can develop further.  

  

ÅGet the latest information about what each school offers by: 
ï±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ah9Ωǎ 5{! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀȅ нлмтύΥ 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/admissions/direct-admissions/dsa-
sec/overview 

ïVisiting school websites 

ï!ǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜǎ 

 

DSA 
APPLICATION 
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Other important questions to ask  
Å!Ƴ L ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΚ 

ï[ŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

ïConsult primary school teachers and your parents 

ÅHow many schools should I apply to?  

ïInstead of applying to many DSA schools, what matters 
more is choosing 1 or 2 schools that are just right for you. 
Remember every application takes time and effort.  

ï9 out of 10 students participating in the DSA apply to fewer 
than 3 schools.  

 
 

 

 

 

DSA 
APPLICATION 
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What are schools looking for?  
DSA SELECTION 

Talent, passion, 
commitment 

ωSchools may ask you to submit a 
portfolio  showcasing your 
talents and achievements e.g. 
participation in the Junior 
Sports Academy or other 
programmes/competitions 

Strong 
personal 
qualities 

ωSchools may look at 
your CCA record, 
participation in VIA, 
personal 
statements, or  
character 
references 

Good 
academic fit 

ωSchools may 
look at your 
Primary school 
results 

Be sincere, be genuine, and be yourself ς  
if you are a good fit for the school, it will  show.  

Every school has a slightly different set of selection considerations and 

processes. Some organise auditions, trials, tests, selection camps etc. 

depending on the talent that is being assessed. Some may require personal 

statements and/or character references. Generally, schools are looking for 

candidates with: 
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What are the possible DSA 
outcomes? 

ïCO - Confirmed Offer Ą You have a place reserved in the school as 
long as you qualify for a course the school offers [i.e. Express, Normal 
(Academic) or Normal (Technical)].  

ïWL - Waiting List Ą This means you will only be considered if other 
students with Confirmed Offer choose not to go to that school during 
ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
Ǌŀƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ²ŀƛǘƭƛǎǘΦ  

Å Unsuccessful Ą If you are unsuccessful in all your applications, but 
still wish to enter the schools you applied for in the DSA, you can 
consider them again during the S1 Posting Exercise based on your 
PSLE results.  

SELECTION 
OUTCOME 
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How are DSA places allocated?  
Example: Confirmed Offer vs Being Waitlisted 

 
Achievement Secondary School placed John on the Waiting List. John 
selected Achievement Secondary as his 1st choice. 
 
Ahmad is given Confirmed Offer by Achievement Secondary. Ahmad 
selected Achievement Secondary as his 2nd choice.  
 
Who will  be considered for a place in Achievement Secondary?   
 

Ahmad will be considered for a DSA place in Achievement Secondary, 
before John, as he has a Confirmed Offer. 
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SELECTION 
OUTCOME 



If I have a DSA Confirmed Offer, does it 

mean that my PSLE results will not matter?   
ÅYour PSLE results will still be used to determine the secondary 

school course you are eligible for [i.e. Express, Normal (Academic), 
Normal (Technical)] 

ÅEven if you have a confirmed offer, you must qualify for a course 
offered by the school to be successfully admitted through the DSA.  
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SELECTION 
OUTCOME 

Example:  

Jane has a DSA confirmed offer given by Achievement Secondary School, 

which offers the Express Course only. However, Janeôs PSLE results qualify her 

for the Normal (Academic) course. Hence, Jane will not be able to go to 

Achievement Secondary School and will take part in the S1 Posting Exercise.  



Thank you!  
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Primary School 
Leaving Examination 

(PSLE) 



What is PSLE? 

ÅA placement examination 

ïPlaces students into different courses according to 
their academic ability 

ïEnables posting to secondary schools by merit and 
as far as possible into a school of their choice 

ïNeed to reflect the relative achievement level of 
students within their peers 



Understanding PSLE Aggregate  

ÅWhat is PSLE Aggregate? 

ïSum of the T-scores of all 4 subjects 

ïAllows students to be ranked fairly 

ïProvides standardization of the raw scores 

Å²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌŀǿ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ōȅ ǳǎŜŘΚ 

ïDifferent subjects have different levels of difficulty 



90% 

Sci 
Math 

Sci Ave  

: 65 

Math Ave  

: 85 

She did much better 

in Sci as compared 

to other students 

Her performance in 

Math was very close to 

other students 

Jane scored 

90% in Science 

and Math  

100 



What is T-Score? 

ÅDƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
performance as compared to the 
performances of all the other students in the 
subject 

ÅRaw mark obtained in the exam shows how 
good the students is in that subject, not how 
good he is compared to others 



How is T-score Calculated? 

T = 50 + 10   
X - Y 

Z 

X : studentôs raw mark for the subject 

Y : Average mark scored by all students (mean) 

Z : Spread of marks around the average mark 

(standard deviation) 



 

Studentôs mark (X) in exam = 50.0  

Average mark (Y) scored by all pupils =  68.0  

Spread of marks (Z) around the average mark 

= 14.0  

              T = 50 + 10 (50 - 68.0)  

                                     14.0  

                 = 37.14  

How is T-score Calculated? 
Example 



How is the Aggregate Calculated? 

Aggregate = Total of T-scores for 4 Subjects 

Subject Total Score Marks T-Score 

English 200 125 39 

Mother Tongue 200 148 53 

Mathematics 100 78 55 

Science 100 65 43 

Aggregate 190 



Aggregate Vs Grades 

Is it possible for a student with  

3A* and 1A  

to have a higher aggregate score  

than another with  

1A* and 3As?  



Le Tong Chin Bee 

Subject Mark 
(Grade) 

T-Score Mark 
(Grade) 

T-Score 

EL 182 
(A) 

60 190 
(A*) 

68 

MT 185 
(A*) 

70 180 
(A) 

68 

MA 91 
(A*) 

60 80 
(A) 

58 

SC 92 
(A*) 

56 86 
(A) 

55 

Agg Score 246 249 



Advice to Our Students 

1. Be diligent and put in your best effort to 

continually improve on your own 

performance  

2. Focus and pay more attention in class and 

when doing work 

3. If you donôt know, ask 



Vision:  Hearts of Service * Minds of Inquiry * Joy in Learning * Confidence in Life 
Mission:  Together we bring out the best in every child for a better nation. 
Motto:  Standing Tall Achieving Results 
School Core Values: 
Loyalty * Honesty * Compassion * Diligence * Excellence * Unity * Resilience * Self-Discipline 
 

Secondary School 
Posting 



Advice for Sec School Selection 

ÅConsider schools will different cut-offs  

ïSelect 1-2 schools from each range 

ÅEvery school is a good school ς Find out what 
they are good at 

Å.Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 



Secondary 1 Posting Exercise 

Activity Timeline 

Release of PSLE results Late November 

Submission of Sec 1 Option Form Late November 

Release of School Posting Results Late December 



S1 Posting Method 

Rank all PSLE students  

by their PSLE Aggregate 
285 

284 

263 

240 and below  

By Merit  :  



By Choice  

285 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

A 

284 B 

There are many other pupils ranked above Pupil C 

FULL FULL FULL FULL FULL 

243 C 

S1 Posting Method 



Manually Posted by PPS  

Group Postal District 

Postal Sector 

Postal District 

S1 Posting Method 

After 6 

choicesé 



Secondary 1 Posting Exercise 

Posting to Secondary school 

is by MERIT 

Aggregate Choice of School 

Student A 245 3rd Choice -  Merlion Sec 

Student B 240 1st Choice ς Merlion Sec 

Student A will get the into Merlion Sec 



When the time comes,  

remember to choose wisely. 





Have a  

safe  

journey  

home 


